conduct inconsistent with the advise of his Regents, and
therefore the foiiLVreiu-e with the Governor was unneces-
sary. When he was asV.ed whether it was his real mind,
he said that though what he now expressed differed entire-
ly I'rorn his veiws of the previous day, he had seriously
reflected on the whole matter, consulted all the members of
his family and after mature consideration, retracted the
opinion that he had conveyed to his Lordship, the Gover-
nor, the previous dar; and he deemed it to be "totally in-
compatible with his'interests and honour to accede to the
proposition on the basis of which he had agreed to con-
clude the treaty7'. He further said that he had spoken
out his niind the previous day from a hasty impression
and that his present sentiments were the result of serious
reflection, and he was convinced that his present line of
conduct should help him to adhere to the intentions of his
father and to the real interests of his family. Thereupon
he was told by the Commissioners that he was actually
within the British encampment, that he need not expect
any personal danger or insult and that he would be kept
under the protection of the Company's forces and conse-
quently might freely speak out his mind. He was further
told that the instructions from the Governor-General were
most real and he should not disbelieve in their existence,
as he was encouraged to do by interested persons and that
he "deceived hiinself, if he nourished any expectation of
securing the interests of his family on any other basis than
that of an amicable adjustment, for the alternative choice
was either to become the acknowledged Nabob of the Car-
natic, or be one of many pensioners dependent on the
bounty of the Company;* that the choice, which he now
appeared to have made was so inconsistent with prudence,
as to justify our considering him to act under some im-
proper restraint." The Prince answered that Mr. Fitz-
gerald had spoken to him on the subject and that his^reso-
liition was not governed by any distrust relative -to the
orders of the Governor-General. He was also told that
those who held tankahs or other claims on the Camatic
revenues were most interested in persuading him to
decline the British proposals, because their chances of
realising their claims would be completely effaced under
the proposed terms and that they were not really working
for his own interests. If they had told hina that there was
a possibility of the measures of the Indian Government
disapproved by the Court of Directors, it was also